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	Key Vocabulary and Definitions

	Advent
	The period leading up to Jesus’ birth.

	Incarnation
	The belief that God took human form by becoming Jesus.

	Messiah 
	The promised saviour.

	Old Testament
	The first part of the Bible which was completed before Jesus Christ was born.

	Prophecy
	A prediction of what will happen in the future.


 
Was Jesus the Messiah?



	Key Facts

	· Jesus was Jewish.
· Christians believe Jesus is God in the flesh.
· They believe that his birth, life, death and resurrection were part of a longer plan by God to restore the relationship between humans and God.
· The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ — a messiah. 
· Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled these expectations, and that he is the Messiah. (Jewish people do not think Jesus is the Messiah.)
· Christians see Jesus as their Saviour.
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‘The Nativity’ Story

The Christmas Story is also called ‘The Nativity’. In this story, an angel appeared to Mary and told
her that she was going to have a baby and that he would be the Son of God and he would be called
Jesus. While Mary was pregnant, a census took place and she and Joseph (her husband) had to travel
to Bethlehem - their town of birth.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, there was no room at any inns for them to stay in but they were
allowed to stay in a stable. This is where Jesus was born. Angels told shepherds on a hillside that the
Son of God had been born so they went to visit him in Bethlehem. Wise men spotted a bright star in
the sky and knew this meant a king had been born so they went to visit
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. King Herod heard that a new
king had been born from the wise men and ordered that all the baby
boys in the area be killed. An angel appeared in a dream to Joseph
and Mary and warned them so they travelled to Egypt with baby Jesus
and were safe.
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