Y5/6 Science Knowledge Organiser: Living Things and Their Habitats – Life Cycles (Cycle B)
	Key Vocabulary and Definitions

	Amphibian
	A cold-blooded vertebrate animal that includes frogs, toads, newts and salamanders.

	Asexual reproduction
	Offspring get genes from one parent so are clones of their parents.

	Bird
	A warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrate animal with feathers, wings, a beak and typically able to fly.

	Fertilise
	The action of fusing the male and female sex cells in order to develop an egg.

	Insect
	A small animal that has six legs and generally one or two pairs of wings.

	Life cycle
	The series of changes in the life of an organism including reproduction.

	Mammal
	A warm-blooded vertebrate animal with hair or fur, females produce milk for young and typically giving birth to live young.

	Metamorphosis
	The process of transformation from an immature form to an adult form in two or more distinct stages.

	Pollination
	The transfer of pollen to a stigma to allow fertilisation.

	Reproduction
	The process of new living things being made.

	Sexual reproduction
	Offspring get genes from both male and female, inheriting a mix of features from both.
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Most plants contain both the male sex
cell (pollen) and female sex cell
(ovules), but most plants can't
fertilise themselves. Wind and insects
help to transfer pollen to a different
plant. The pollen from the stamen of
one plant is transferred to the stigma
of another. The pollen then travels
down a tube through the style and
fuses with an ovule.

Some plants, such as strawberry plants, potatoes, spider plants

and daffodils use

They are identical to the parent plant.
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to create a new plant.
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Some living things, such as plants, contain both the male and
female sex cells. In others, such as humans, they contain either
the male or female sex cell.
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Amphibians such as frogs are laid in
eggs then, once hatched, go through
many changes until they become
an adult.

Some animals, such as butterflies,
go through to
become an adult.

Birds are hatched from eggs and are
looked after by their parents until they
are able to live independently.
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