Y5/6 Science Knowledge Organiser: Properties of Materials (Cycle B)
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	Absorbency
	The ability of a material to soak up a liquid, to absorb and retain the moisture within its structure.

	Conductor 
	A material or device which allows heat or electricity to carry through.

	Flexible 
	Capable of bending easily without breaking.

	Hardness
	Resistance to scratching and pressure

	Insulator

	A substance which does not readily allow the passage of heat, elctricity or sound.

	Magnetic
	Capabale of being magnetised or attracted by a magnet.

	Opaque
	Not able to be seen through, not transparent.

	Thermal
	Relating to heat.

	Translucent
	Allows light to pass through but objects can not be seen clearly.

	Transparent
	Allows light to pass through so that objects behind can be seen.

	Waterproof
	Resistance to liquids, repels water.
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Different materials are used for particular jobs based on their properties: electrical conductivity, flexibility, hardness, insulators, magnetism, thermal conductivity and transparency.
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For example,
glass is used
for  windows
because it is hard

and  transparent.

Oven gloves are made
from a thermal insulator
to keep the heat from
burning your hand.





