New Starters Parent’'s Meefing
WELCOME




School Values

* Friendship
*Respect
«Service

* Forgiveness

e Defermination

These are our core values that we hope to nurture and encourage in
your children during their time at Gunthorpe.




Curriculum

~— There are 17 areas of learning and these are
grouped info 7 main headings:
3 Prime Areas of learning:
* Communication and Language
ersonal, Social and Emotional Development
* Physical Development
4 Specific areas of learning:
* Literacy
* Mathematics
* Understanding the World
* Expressive Arts and Design
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Curriculum

S The Early Years Curriculum follows a play based approach.
e [T will be very similar to Nursery to begin with, allowing @
smooth transition.

e Small and large group focused time Is gradually
intfroduced and getting increasingly more formal
throughout the year.

e Please greet your child with a smile each day and
encourage them to talk about what they have been
doing.

e Don't worry if your child says they've been doing
“nothing”. This means that they have been learning without
even realising it!




Working Inside

There are lots of different activities that children can choose 1o
do inside including:

Drawing/writing/ painting ¢ Sticking and making erole play

e Building *Sand/water play ¢ Reading area emalleable play
e Number play e Cons’rruchon Small world play -to ncmej s’ro



Working Outside

e Running ¢ Climbing ¢ Riding bikes ¢ Throwing and kicking @
ball « Building ¢ Digging * Imaginative play

e Role play * Sand play ¢ Balancing « Water play ¢ Chalking e
Drawing and Mark making e Forest school activities
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Playing and Learning in Reception

T Skills your child will develop:
e Social skills and Working together
e Turn taking and Sharing

e Gross and Fine motor skills
* [Imagination

e Counting and Number Language and
Vocabulary

e Problem Solving and Resilience




Reception Baseline

The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of your
child’s early literacy, communication, language and mathematics
skills when they begin school, using materials that most children of
your child’'s age will be familiar with. It became statutory for all
schools from September 2021.

The RBA is not about judging or labelling your child or putting them
under any pressure. Your child cannot ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the assessment.
Its main purpose is to create a starting point to measure the progress
schools make with their pupils.

As far as the children are concerned they are just playing some
games with me and they are always really keen to have their furn!



(N How our day is organised

3.45: School starts.

Mid — morning: Snack time
10.45am: Playtime
Lunch time 12-1pm:
Afternoon session 1-3.15pm
3.15pm: Home fime




PE and Forest School

We will let you know on what days your child will be having
PE or forest school sessions.
As independence is a key part of
our curriculum getting changed for
PE is an important learning opportunity.
e ask that you make sure your child has their
PE kit in school each week.
The school P.E kit consists of-
Black/navy leggings/jogging bottoms
white T shirt, black trainers/plimsols.

For forest school children can come

to school in their own clothes, please

send them in old clothes that are suitable for playing
ouftside.




kitchen.
e All Reception and Key Stage One children
are currently enftitled to a free school
dinner.

menu will be sent home each ferm so
ou can discuss the days lunch with your
child.
e |f you prefer, you can send your child to
school with a packed lunch. Please send in
a clearly labelled lunch bag. Children are
able to swap between packed lunch and
dinners and can do a combination of both.




General Housekeeping

‘ * Label clothing — Please make sure that your child’s clothing is
labelled, it really does make life easier.

* Your child will need their water bofttle and book bag in school

each day. Please make sure that their water bottle only contains

water no juice/squash.

Snack time- each child is offered a piece of fruit. They can in

addition bring a healthy snack from home which they can eat

at playtime.

If your child would like to have a milk each day please register

with cool milk.

If your child is sick please ring the school office and let them

know. In cases of vomiting/diarrhoea children must stay at home

for 48hours after the last episode.

« No jewellery

« We have an online payment system called parent pay which

you can use for payments for after school club trips etc




How can you help your child to get

ready for school?

« Encourage them to get Getting Ready for School

dreSS/Undressed by Themselves This Wi” It is nearly time to start school! Here are some things you

help .I.hem On PE dgys can practise at home to help you get ready for school.
) Encouroge 'I'hem 'I'O pU'I' ‘I‘heir COO‘I‘ On Self-Care and Independence
- T can wash and dry my hands.
by themselves - @

: - Ican put on/fasten my
i CCIﬂ They gO TO The TO”eT :::lﬂ:::z:m Speaking and Listening
independently and wipe themselves prervecmerenll (5

properly? e
« Practise writing their name
encouraging them to use a confident it oot
pincer grip when holding their pencil — 1 34 5 Reading and Writing
we call this using our pinchy fingers T [
« Playing counting or board games with SR I
them helping them to recognise — :

numbers 1o 10

Eating and Drinking

- I can use a spoon, knife and fork.




Last but not least....

« Our aim is for your child to be happy
and settled in their new class.

e Children can only learn when they
are feeling happy and relaxed.

e We will do everything we can to
make this possible.

e [f you have any worries or concerns
please talk to us — it Is better to address
a small issue before It becomes a big
Issue.
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