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Welcome back after a lovely Easter break. We hope you enjoyed the time off with family and friends and got to enjoy plenty of Easter treats!  The summer is upon us, and we have plenty to look forward to!
Below you will find details of what the children will be learning this half term.
Maths
This Half Term will be all things fractions and decimals.  The children will be applying their knowledge of equal groups, sharing and grouping from our multiplication and division unit in order to help recognise and identify fractions of shape and quantities.  We will continue to use concrete objects to help make sense of fractions and decimals and apply these skills to help us solve more complex problems. 
Please continue to encourage your child to access TT Rockstars as much as possible to support them with their rapid recall of multiplication and division facts. This certainly helps them with their learning in school. We have been really pleased with the progress they are making in their bi-weekly times table quiz. 
English
Our English this half term will mainly focus around the text, Demon Dentist by David Walliams. It enables us to look at humour in fictional writing. We will be studying characters, looking at use of and extending our own vocabulary, enhancing our comprehension skills and writing a persuasive piece to name but some of the tasks we will undertake. We have lots of David Walliams texts in school, so we hope to engage the children in the independent reading time to try one (or more) of his books, if they haven’t already!
Topic
Our new topic for this Half Term is ‘Rainforests’.  We will be drawing on our knowledge of continents, oceans and climates from our Autumn Topic ‘Extreme Earth’ and focussing on tropical rainforests of the globe.  We will be investigating biomes and vegetation belts including the layers of the rainforest and the creatures within it. We will also be researching the effects of deforestation on the wildlife and native tribes of the Amazon.
Science
We will continue learning about Living Things. Pupils will learn how to classify living things by grouping them in different ways. For example, deciding whether a living thing is a mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird or fish.  We will also look at habitats and the effects of global warming on the environment.


P.E
P.E this half term will be as follows;
· Wednesday -  Tennis with a coach
· Thursday – OAA with Mrs Owen
For children attending after school sports clubs on a day that is NOT their usual P.E day, please bring a change of clothes and time will be given at the end of the day to get ready for the after school club.
Music
During our music lessons, the children will explore the rainforest through music. They will use a mixture of body percussion and tuned percussion instruments to create their own rhythms of the rainforest.
RE
We will be learning about the impact of the Holy Spirit when Jesus left.  We will also be learning about the Pentecost and exploring it through different artists.
DT
We will be creating our own healthy cereal bars, linked to our English text The Demon Dentist.
Computing
We are learning all about Infographics and digital art this term.
Additional Notes/Reminder
· Thursday 7th May: Class trip to Sherwood Forest Education Centre

Homework
Maths – Homework will be set online via Mathletics. Pupils will be set two activities per week on a Friday. They will sometimes require pen and paper for their task set. Pupils will need to complete their homework by the following Friday. 
Spellings – Pupils will have a list of 15 spellings to learn. They will be tested on 10 from the list every two weeks, with the first test being on Friday 6th March.  The spellings are available on the school web page. Spellings are taught and practised in lesson time, but additional practise at home is very beneficial. The best way to retain spellings long term is to practise often for short periods of time. If you child does SNIP then these are the words they will be tested on each Thursday.
Reading – It is good practise for your child to read regularly at home. As part of their homework, we expect pupils to read 3 times per week as a minimum. This needs to be recorded by an adult in your child's reading record. In addition to this, pupils are expected to complete one reading comprehension which is sent home on paper and will be checked each Friday.  If your child finds reading the comprehension difficult, it is fine to help them with any tricky words and then read the text back to them.  You are also welcome to scribe the answers (if necessary) as I am looking at their ability to comprehend the questions.
If your child has completed their Mathletics homework, done 3 reads at home (please sign their reading record) and handed in their reading comprehension, they will be rewarded with 10 minutes additional playtime on a Friday afternoon. 
If you have any difficulties accessing the online homework with your child, please do come and speak to me.
I will be on the playground each morning at 8.40 am before the children come into school for the 8.45 am register, please do not hesitate to come and speak to me if you have any questions or queries. Alternatively, please feel free to speak to the school office to arrange a meeting. The class email, junior1@gunthorpe.notts.sch.uk , is also a good way to communicate with me and I will check this email regularly.
Thanks for all your continued support.
Mrs Owen
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