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At Gunthorpe Primary School we strive to ensure that all children become successful, fluent readers by the end of Key Stage One and believe this is achievable through a combination of strong, high quality, discrete phonics teaching combined with a whole language approach that promotes a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ culture.    
The Rose Report (2006) emphasised high quality phonics as an important part of the word decoding skills required by children to develop higher level whole language and comprehension skills. This approach is in alignment with our belief that we first ‘learn to read’ and then ‘read to learn’. 
This policy is aimed at reinforcing a consistent, high quality approach to the teaching of phonics across the Early Years Foundation Stage, (EYFS,) Key Stage One and on into Key Stage Two for children who still need this further support. 
At Gunthorpe Primary we follow the Read, Write, Inc. Phonics scheme developed by Ruth Miskin.  The scheme has been adapted to fit in with our school timetable and follows a daily 20-minute phonic routine.  This is in shorter sessions for children in Early years.
Aims 
To ensure that children know the 44 phonemes within the English language
To encourage children to segment and blend words so that their decoding skills enable them to make a good start in reading, writing and spelling.
To ensure the teaching of phonics is consistent as well as fun, active and engaging for all.
To enable children to implement their phonological awareness across the curriculum.
To encourage children to identify sounds within words to enable them to become fluent, confident readers.
To provide children with strategies to identify RED words.
Organisation
Children in Reception will be introduced to Set 1 sounds of the Read, Write, Inc. programme.  This is the teaching of ‘pure sounds’ such as s-a-t-p-i-n.  This includes recognition of the pure sound and teaching the grapheme (how to write it).  Knowledge of these first sounds enables the children to develop their phonics knowledge in the form of blending so that they can read simple CVC words e.g. tap, sit.  As the children become confident they move onto Set 2 sounds which is the introduction of 2 or more letters together which makes one sound e.g. ay, ee, igh.  
Children in Reception will also be introduced to RED words.  These are words that cannot be sounded out therefore early recognition is important to support the children in becoming effective readers and writers.
Children in Year One recap set 2 sounds in the Autumn Term and gradually progress onto Set 3.  They are introduced to a new sound each week along with RED words.
Children in Year Two recap set 2 and 3 sounds in the Autumn Term and are introduced to 2 new sounds each week.  At the end of each Half Term, they are given the opportunity to consolidate the sounds learnt so far.
The 20-minute phonic routine follows a well-structured approach that enables children to recap, introduce, practice, read, orally rehearse and write.  During all lessons children have access to a wide range of phonics resources to enable them to make accurate choices for spelling and encourage a level of independence when applying their phonic knowledge.
Intervention/Booster groups
All children receive daily phonics teaching that follow the 20-minute routine however teachers may feel that some children would benefit from extra support in the form of interventions and booster groups.  These usually take place in small pockets of time best suited to the pupil and are targeted towards their individual needs. Your child’s class teacher will inform you if your child is part of any booster groups.  They will also share progress and advice on how to best support at home.
Homework
Children in Reception are sent home with sheets from the Read, Write, Inc. handbook to show parents and families what sound the children have learnt that week.  They are encouraged to practice writing the sound by tracing before having a go independently.  They are also encouraged to use the rhyme to support them in remembering how to form each letter.
Children in Year One and Two take part in a weekly spelling test on a Monday morning.  The spellings are based on the sound(s) learnt the previous week in addition to RED words.  The children are given one week to practice these spellings at home using the look, cover, say, write, check format.  The class teacher also provides regular opportunities to practice these spellings during the week in school.
Phonics Screening
All Year One children take the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ - a statutory assessment required by legislation.  In Year One your child will have regular practice screening tests to enable your child’s class teacher to effectively assess your child’s progress and to implement any additional booster sessions to support them in passing the test when they take it in the Summer term of Year One.
Those who do not meet the pass mark will be given support and intervention programmes in Year Two, to provide them with sufficient knowledge and understanding to re-take the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ and obtain a pass mark.   Those children who do not obtain the required level set by the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ will receive phonics teaching in the first term of year three – which will be further supported throughout the year and across Key Stage Two with a phonics and/or spelling intervention programme. 
Assessment
Children will be assessed at the end of each set under the Read, Write, Inc. scheme.
In Year One children will take up to four practice phonics screening tests between February and June in preparation for the actual Phonics screening test in June.
Year Two children will be assessed on their ability to effectively apply the taught graphemes including all variants e.g. ay, ey, a-e, ai. According to the Year 2 teacher standards of the National Curriculum.
All children will be assessed on their ability to read according to the Year 1 and 2 standards of the National Curriculum.  These will also run parallel to our book levelling system
Parental Involvement
As with everything, engagement from parents is vital in ensuring the very best outcomes for our children at Gunthorpe.  There are a variety of ways in which parental support can benefit your children at Gunthorpe Primary:
· Using Bug Club online reading platform – this is pitched to each child’s individual reading ability therefore words will be at the appropriate level of challenge according to phonics ability.
· Reading at least 4 times per week.  This will encourage fluency, recognition of learning and a love of reading.
· Being read to.  It is proven that children who are regularly read to develop an early love of reading and show greater progress in their reading/phonics ability.
· We host a parent’s information evening in the Autumn Term of every year.  This enables parents and families to see what a 20-minute phonic routine looks like, to ask questions and to see how the resources are used.
· Parent’s evenings are held twice a year and are an excellent opportunity for teachers and parent’s to discuss progress, next steps and any targets if any.
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