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This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. 
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year.
School overview
	Detail
	Data

	Number of pupils in school 
	71

	Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils
	20%

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended – you must still publish an updated statement each academic year)
	3 years plan. (Year 2)
This plan covers the year 2025-26

	Date this statement was published
	December 2025

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	December 2026

	Statement authorised by
	M Brown

	Pupil premium lead
	M Brown

	Governor / Trustee lead
	C Newton


Funding overview
The proportion of pupils currently eligible for Pupil Premium is higher than the proportion attracting funding due to the census-based funding lag. This strategy is informed by the needs of the current eligible cohort.
	Detail
	Amount

	Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year
	PP: 7 x 1515 =  £10,605
LAC: 1 x 2630 = £2,630
EYPP: 2 x £598.50 = £1197
£ 14, 432

	Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year

	£ 0

	Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years 
	£ 0

	Total budget for this academic year
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this funding, state the amount available to your school this academic year
	£ 14, 432


Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Statement of intent
	At Gunthorpe Church of England Primary School, our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they face, make good progress, achieve their best across the curriculum and feel happy and confident learners. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve these goals.
Whilst the number of pupils in receipt of pupil premium is marginally lower than the National average at Gunthorpe School, this is an increasingly growing percentage of our school community, moving from 11% (2023-24) to 15% (2024-25) and 20% this academic year.  We strive to ensure that disadvantaged pupils are provided with every opportunity to perform at least as well as their non disadvantaged peers.  
We will ensure all children (regardless of their background), receive high quality teaching and have access to targeted, high quality adult support though specific intervention programmes. We know that research identifies this method as having the greatest impact on closing the attainment gap. This approach includes challenging our high-achieving, disadvantaged pupils.
We seek to identify the individual barriers to each disadvantaged pupil’s learning and ensure they receive support to progress both academically, socially and emotionally. This is reinforced through our whole school vision that every child should have the opportunity to, ‘let their light shine’. For those pupils whose attendance or punctuality is low, this is our first priority because if they are not in school, they are not able to close the gap between themselves and their peers.


Challenges
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	Attainment and progress
Attainment and progress are closely tracked and monitored at Gunthorpe and data shows that our disadvantaged pupils did well with the support put in place last year. It is vital that this support continues so that disadvantaged pupils make accelerated progress and continue to close the attainment gap. End of year assessments indicated that disadvantaged pupils generally have lower attainment in Writing (24-25 data: 67% for disadvantaged compared to 79% whole school). In the current year 25-26, 36% of PP children are not currently on track to make expected in Maths at the end of the academic year and 80% of these children have joined our school 

	2
	Emotional Well being 
Some of our pupils’ continue to struggle with their emotional wellbeing as evidenced through CPOMS and peer mentor feedback, parental and pupil voice and observations in class and at breaktimes. 

	3
	Lack of experience of the wider world
Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds have fewer opportunities to experience the wider world, this was also highlighted in our Cultural Capital questionnaire in Summer 25. Experiences of the wider world help in all areas of the curriculum, including pupil wellbeing, extra-curricular events and enrichment activities.

	4
	Attendance
Attendance for PP children is well above National (92.6%) has risen during the last year but is still slightly lower than non-PP children. This is often driven by holiday rather than authorised absence.
96.2% all children
95.9% disadvantaged


	5
	Funding
An increasing number of pupils are experiencing financial disadvantage, including pupils newly eligible for FSM who are not yet reflected in Pupil Premium funding.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Intended outcomes 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	Attendance of all disadvantaged pupils improves and persistent absence reduces.


	Attendance data will show that more than 80% of disadvantaged pupils’ attendance is at least 95%.
No PP child will have persistent absence (lower than 90%)

	Disadvantaged pupils with identified SEMH needs will feel supported, happy and confident. They will develop self-help skills.

	Pupil voice questionnaire will show pupils’ emotional wellbeing has increased as a result of interventions.

Staff voice and parent surveys will report that pupils’ emotional wellbeing and self-help skills have improved.

	Provide a culture of opportunity for disadvantaged pupils by offering greater opportunities, therefore achieving greater levels of wellbeing
	All disadvantaged pupils will attend residential and other trips.
Disadvantaged pupil’s experience wider curricular experiences e.g. representing school in sporting events/attending extra curricular and enrichment clubs

	Targeted interventions are effective in closing the attainment gap between non PP and PP children achieving ‘expected’ or higher in reading/writing/maths at the end of Year 6

	Assessment data, pupil progress meetings, the PLE and intervention records will show that the attainment gap is being closed. 
Targeting 80% of Yr 5 PP pupils meeting ‘expected’ standard in reading 60% in writing/maths

	Improved language skills – including vocabulary 
	Assessments and observation of writing will indicate that there is an improvement in language skills, especially for our youngest disadvantaged children. Evidenced through engagement in lessons, observations and formative assessment.


Activity in this academic year
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding this academic year to address the challenges listed above.
Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention)
Budgeted cost: £ 2750
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Allocation of funds towards CPD for teachers and TAs across school. (Including Walkthrus and Rosenshine)
Developing high quality teaching, assessment and a broad and balanced curriculum.
Supporting the retention of teaching staff through NPQH, NPQSEND, SENCO, non-contact time, CPD activities.
Ensuring teachers can undertake moderation events within the Trust
Maths Lead – new to post – attend termly LA training and Maths Hub events
Purchase of high quality texts throughout school to support the teaching of reading and writing
	Highly trained teachers have the tools to deliver the best outcomes
The Sutton Trust states that, “The most effective teachers have deep knowledge of the subjects they teach. 
When teachers’ knowledge falls below a certain level, it is a significant impediment to students’ learning.”

See: Sutton Trust Report on Teacher Development

	1,2,3



Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, structured interventions) 
Budgeted cost: £ 9,932
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Planned individual/small group interventions for disadvantaged pupils led by teacher/TA
	EFF guidance shows that small group tuition can have an impact of up to +4 months.

See: EEF guidance
	1,2

	TA class support and paired/indiv guided reading sessions for PP children led by Teacher/TA
	Reading 1:1 or in pairs is effective in developing pupils’ fluency and comprehension and improving reading age. Confidence and self-esteem will improve with the regularity of sessions.
	1,2

	Targeted interventions and resources to meet the specific needs of disadvantaged pupils with SEND
	Interventions to support language development, literacy, fine motor, sensory.
	1,2

	Pupil Progress meetings track progress of PP pupils and appropriate, timely interventions are put in place.
	EEF Toolkit- TA Intervention (+ 4 months)
Reading Comprehension Strategies (+ 6 months)
	1

	Dyslexia Training for SENCO and TAs. 
Linked interventions and support
	
	1,2


Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)
Budgeted cost: £ 1750
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Learning Mentor
	Mentoring aims to build confidence and relationships, to develop resilience and character and raise aspirations.

See: EFF Research
	1,2,4

	PINS Project – training for SENCO




Peer Mentor Training for Mental Health Lead x 4 sessions
	Children with SEMH/Neurodiverse needs benefit from regular opportunities to understand and unpick their feelings. Coaching can support the healthy and positive nurturing of their feelings and the ability to control them.
	1,2,4

	Trips and visits
Funded or subsidisied. 

Enrichment opportunities in and out of school, including educational visits, visitors to school, clubs.

Sporting events promoted at PP children and encouragement to go.
	It is important for primary schools to provide opportunities for pupils to develop self-control skills, non-cognitive skills, and to have wider life experience.
Non-cognitive skills are associated with positive outcomes for young people. Factors such as self-control and school engagement are correlated with academic outcomes, financial stability in adulthood, and reduced crime.
See: EEF report
Cultural capital survey (June 25) identified opportunities to be targeted this academic year.

Ofsted research (2019) places emphasis on improving cultural capital, particularly for disadvantaged pupils

EEF – Sports Participation increases educational engagement and attainment. (+ 1 month)
	2,3,4

	Headteacher and Office staff to regularly track attendance for disadvantaged pupils and attend termly LA attendance conference

Embedding principles of good practice set out in the DfE’s Improving School Attendance document
	Improvements in attendance can have long-term impacts on attainment and social and behavioural outcomes.

See: EFF Report
	4

	Contribution towards Breakfast club/after school club to support better attendance and wellbeing for identified pupils 
	Research shows that attendance at breakfast clubs can improve attendance, behaviour and attainment.

See: EFF evaluation of Breakfast clubs

	2,4



Total budgeted cost: £ 14, 432
Part B: Review of the previous academic year
Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils
This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2024 to 2025 academic year.
	We have analysed the performance of our school’s disadvantaged pupils during the 2024/25 academic year using KS2 performance data, times table check results and our own internal assessments. 4 of the 5 disadvantaged children, either became disadvantaged during Year 6 or were new to the school. At the end of KS2, 4/5 of pupil premium children achieved the expected standard in Reading. In Maths and Writing, 3/5 of the children met the expected standard. 4/4 Year 4 children completed the MTC and got 20 or more out of 25 in the assessment. The Year 5 cohort achived 50% at expected rather than the 80% targeted and will continue to be supported into Year 6.
Attendance has improved for the whole school in 24/25 and this includes for disadvantaged pupils. Absence among these pupils was 95.9% (which is up from 94.8% the previous year) compared to 96.2% for all pupils. We continue to monitor this gap, working closely with parents and carers. We have now adopted a fining policy as set out by the Government and LA and we are communicating with parents more frequently. There was limited persistent absentees (1/15 pupil premium children). We will continue to monitor attendance and focus on persistent absences.
Our observations and assessment demonstrate that, behaviour and pupil wellbeing is good but challenges remain for some disadvantaged children due to personal circumstances – linked to SEMH. We will continue to support children and parents with behaviour and wellbeing at home, wherever possible, including working with outside agencies.


Externally provided programmes
Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you used your pupil premium (or recovery premium) to fund in the previous academic year. 
	Programme
	Provider

	Power Maths	
	NCETM

	Kapow, DT, Art, Music
	Kapow

	White Rose Maths
	White Rose Maths

	TT Rockstars
	TT Rockstars

	SCARF – Life Education
	Corum



8
