	Writing at Gunthorpe
Our writing curriculum aims to strive for excellence in writing for all children by:

· Nurturing pupils’ imagination and creativity to encourage confident writers.
· Developing coherence in a variety of contexts for a range of audiences and purposes.
· Encourage a wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar through effective sequences of teaching that use high quality texts, rich in language.
· Providing regular opportunities for pupils to plan, edit and evaluate their writing, which enhances their skill and competence.
· Having high expectations of presentation through regular handwriting practice to develop a fluent, legible and natural handwriting style.
	TRANSCRIPTION

Building on the strong foundations that phonics provide, pupils will continue to apply their awareness of word structure in order to spell accurately and effectively through:
· Discrete teaching of spelling patterns.
· Delivering highly structured lessons. 
· Bi-weekly spelling tests – to include year group specific spelling patterns, statutory word lists and commonly misspelt words
· Regular opportunities to practice spellings. 
· Time to correct spellings through effective use of marking.
· Fluent, legible and natural handwriting is developed through systematic teaching of letter formation and to sit with correct writing posture.
· Encouraging correct letter size and orientation, including spacing.
· Teaching of diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join certain letters.

	PROGRESS

· Termly pupil progress meeting to identify children, set targets and assess the effectiveness of interventions.

· Success criteria- teacher and children (in KS2) to assess progress in the lesson against success criteria linked to the objectives.

· Whole school or external Moderation activities (termly).

· Independent writing tasks – minimum half-termly. Use of end of year expectations to measure these assessments against.

· Differentiated success criteria that relate to children’s next steps.
	SUPPORT (inc SEND/EAL)
· Mixed ability pairs for mutual support.

· Targeted interventions for children, including where pupils have been identified as having gaps in phonic knowledge.

· Extension tasks/interventions for children working beyond ARE

· Individuals identified in pupil progress meetings and indicated on the PLE.

· Specific interventions to support spelling including SNIP and Word Wasp.

· Specific intervention for fine motor and letter formation eg Write from the start.

· Pre and post teaching where children have been identified through use of whole school marking policy/formative assessment.

· Use of age appropriate sound/word mats.

· Writing folders/word banks – with a bank of resources tailored to suit different year groups.

· Personal dictionaries (Year 2 upwards) and class dictionaries.

· Working walls within classrooms to support learning/build on prior knowledge.
	ENRICHMENT
In order to provide children with wider opportunities for writing and to promote a love of literature both in school and at home we:
· Host parent information evenings to support parents with early writing (RWI).
· High quality, diverse, language rich texts read aloud by class teacher for enjoyment and to extend vocabulary.
· Invite visiting authors into school to model the art of writing and storytelling.
· Create open-ended homework tasks that enable children to present their writing in a variety of styles (Infants)
· Use meaningful writing opportunities across the curriculum not just in English lessons. Including trips and visits eg Holocaust Centre
· World Book Day – used as a stimulus for writing.
· Opportunities to write for a purpose, e.g. Letter to Santa, creating storybooks.
· Celebrating writing success in Fantastic Friday and sharing work with parents.
· Hot seating and drama
	COMPOSITION
We aim to encourage a positive attitude and stamina for writing through:
· Providing children with a wide range of experiences that offer them opportunities to write in different contexts and for different audiences.
· Teaching the planning and organising of ideas using a variety of cohesive/presentational devices to structure writing.
· Discussing, modelling and orally composing/rehearsing examples of the focussed text type.
· Providing high quality models
· Modelling and encouraging the re-reading of work to ensure that meaning is clear and errors are rectified.
· Increasingly enforce the skill of making revisions and editing writing to enhance the outcome, referring to the success criteria to support this process.
· Encourage children to draw on the use of new vocabulary gathered from their reading, whole-class discussions and wider curriculum.
· Developing an increasingly wide understanding of grammar and punctuation that is in line with the NC programmes of study.



